SALTS.

CHAP. IIL
OF   SALTS*

A HE word SALT was originally confined to muriate of Definition,,
soda GI common salt; a substance which has been known,
and in common use from the remotest ages. It was af-
terwards generalized by chemists, and employed by them
in a very extensive and not very definite sense. Every-
body which is sapid, easily melted, soluble in water, and
-not combustible, has been called a salt,
Salts were considered by the older chemists as a class
t)f bodies intermediate between earths and water. Many
^disputes arose about what bodies ought to be compre-
hended under this -class, and what ought to be excluded'
from it. Acids .and alkalies were allowed by all to be
salts ; but the -difficulty was to determine concerning
earths and metals ; for several of the earths possess all
the properties which have been ascribed to salts, and
the metals are capable of entering into combinations
which possess saline properties.
In process of time, however, the term safe was re-
stncted to three classes of bodies; namely, acids, alka-
lies, and the compounds which acids form .with alkalies,
earths, and metallic oxides. The first two of these
-classes were called simple salts ; the salts belonging to .
the third class were called -compound or neutral. This